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Ai-ibur-shabu, which Nebuchadrezzar now in-
creased in height, leveled, and repaved; to this
he joined a new and handsome street called Nana-
sakipat-tebi-sha. The repaying of these streets, at
at increased elevation, made necessary two other
great works. The points at which they passed
through the inner and outer walls were marked
by great gateways, which had now become too
low. They were therefore completely torn down
to water level and rebuilt in astonishing magnifi-
cence, the massive cedar doors covered with bronze
plates, \vlrile before the thresholds were placed
great colossi of animals and dragons. Yet another
necessity was brought about by this same eleva-
tion of the street surfaces. The doors of the
palace, which Nabopolassar had rebuilt, must be
changed, and with this, for greater display, came
the rebuilding of the entire palace. This was a
work of colossal proportions, though less than that
of the work upon the walls. Nebuchadrezzar is
careful to state that for this reconstruction he be-
gan at the earth's surface, and laid afresh the foun-
dations in brick and bitumen. To this he adds
further the statement that he brought great cedar
beams from the Lebanon for the work That
word alone suggests a comment upon the vastness
of the undertaking, when one considers the dis-
tance by land from the Lebanon to the Euphra-
tes over which these beams must in some manner
be carried, and then the long rafting down the
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